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IN THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. An identifier indicating the status of each claim is provided. 



Listing of Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) An information-signal-processing apparatus comprising: 
plural functional blocks each for processing an information signal; and 
a control block for controlling operations of the plural functional blocks, 
wherein the control block or a predetermined block of the control block and the plural 

functional blocks issues a common command; and 

each of the plural functional blocks adaptively operates in accordance with the issued 

common command, and 

wherein the information-signal-processing apparatus further comprises a chassis that 

incorporates the plural functional blocks and the control block, 

wherein the common command is a broadcast type command, and each common 

command is transmitted to each one of the plural functional blocks, 

wherein the information signal includes image signals, and at least one functional block 

of the plural functional blocks performs an image quality improvement processing, and the 

common command includes information related to the image quality improvement processing, 

and 

wherein the common command includes information indicating a noise level and a 
resolution level of an image signal, and 
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wherein each common command is converted into a block-specific command based on a 
conversion table that associates each common command with an initial value, a predetermined 
number of functional blocks, and the block-specific command corresponding to each of the 
predetermined number of functional blocks. block, 

wherein each of the plural functional blocks stores in m tec memory a correlation 

table that associates common commands corresponding to its own functions with block-specific 
commands, and at a power application, each o f th e p l ural functional blocks transmits common 
commands corresponding to its functions to th e control block, 

2. (Original) The information-signal-processing apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein the 
functional blocks change a signal path or signal processing in accordance with the common 
command. 

3. (Original) The information-signal-processing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the 
control block includes command acquisition means for acquiring the common command. 

4. (Original) The information-signal-processing apparatus according to claim 3, wherein the 
command acquisition means acquires the common command from the plural functional blocks. 

5. (Original) The information-signal-processing apparatus according to claim 3, wherein the 
command acquisition means acquires the common command from an outside of the apparatus. 
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6. (Original) The information-signal-processing apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein the control block has a first common command that corresponds to a user 

operation; and 

wherein if the user operation that corresponds to the first common command is 
performed, the control block delivers this first common command to the plural functional blocks. 

7. (Original) The information-signal-processing apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein the control block has a second common command that does not correspond to a 

user operation; and 

wherein the control block delivers the second common command to the plural functional 
blocks without associating this command with the user operation. 

8. (Original) The information-signal-processing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the 
block that issues the common command delivers most recent values of the common commands 
of all of kinds or some of the kinds to the plural functional blocks for every predetermined lapse 
of time. 

9. (Original) The information-signal-processing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the 
block that issues the common command transmits most recent values of the common commands 
of all of kinds or some of the kinds if a command indicative of a normal operation from the 
functional block that is to operate when having received the issued common command is not 
returned. 
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10. (Original) The information-signal-processing apparatus according to claim 1 , 
wherein the functional blocks each comprises a control section and a functional section 

which is controlled by this functional section; 
wherein the control section includes: 

storage means for storing a correlation between the common command related to 
its own functional block and an intra- functional-block command used to control the control 
section; 

reception means for receiving the common command from the control block; and 
conversion means for, if the common command received by the reception means 
is the common command related to its own functional block, converting this common 
command into the intra-functional-block command based on the correlation stored in said 
storage means. 

11. (Previously Presented) The information-signal-processing apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein the predetermined block issues the common command including a result of processing 
the information signal. 

12. (Original) The information-signal-processing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the 
control block and said plural functional blocks are connected to each other via a control bus. 



Frommer Lawrence & Haug LLP 
745 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10151 
212-588-0800 

Customer Number 20999 6 of 15 00865544.DOC 



U.S. Patent Application No. 10/593,890 PATENT 
Reply to Office Action dated December 7, 2010 Attorney Docket No. 450100-05480 

13. (Original) The information-signal-processing apparatus according to claim 12, 
wherein each of the plural functional blocks is constituted of a substrate; and 
wherein some or all of the plural functional blocks are respectively inserted into slots 

formed in a chassis thereof 



14. (Currently Amended) A functional block control method comprising the steps of: 
transmitting a common command to plural functional blocks, respectively, used to 

process an information signal from a control block or from a predetermined block of the control 

block and the plural functional blocks; and 

adaptively operating the plural functional blocks in accordance with the common 

command, 

incorporating the plural functional blocks and the control block to a same chassis, 

wherein the common command is a broadcast type command, and each common 
command is transmitted to each one of the plural functional blocks, 

wherein the information signal includes image signals, and at least one functional block 
of the plural functional blocks performs an image quality improvement processing, and the 
common command includes information related to the image quality improvement processing, 

wherein the common command includes information indicating a noise level and a 
resolution level of an image signal, and 

wherein each common command is converted into a block-specific command based on a 
conversion table that associates each common command with an initial value, a predetermined 
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number of functional blocks, and the block-specific command corresponding to each of the 
predetermined number of functional blocks. blocks, 

wherein each of the plural functional blocks stores in an associated, memory a correlation 
table that associates common commands corresponding to its own functions with block-specific 
commands, and at a power application, each of th e pl ural fun ct i onal blocks tr ansmits common 
commands correspond i n g D .1 hjru ti ons to the control bloc k. 



1 5 . (Currently Amended) A functional block compri sing : 
a control section; and 

a functional section that is controlled by this control section, 
wherein the control section includes: 

storage means for storing a correlation between a common command related to its own 
functional block and an intra-functional-block command used to control the control section; 
reception means for receiving the common command from a control block; and 
conversion means for, if the common command received by the reception means is the 
common command related to its own functional block, converting this common command into 
an intra-functional-block command based on the correlation stored in the storage means, 

wherein the functional block and the control block are incorporated by a same chassis, 
wherein the common command is a broadcast type command, and each common 
command is tran smitted to each one of the plural functional blocks, 
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wherein the functional section includes a function to perform an image quality 
improvement processing, and the common command includes information related to the image 
quality improvement processing, 

wherein the common command includes information indicating a noise level and a 
resolution level of an image signal, and 

wherein each common command is converted into a block-specific command based on a 
conversion table that associates each common command with an initial value, a predetermined 
number of functional blocks, and the block-specific command corresponding to each of the 
predetermined number of functional blocks. biocks, 

wherein a t a power application, the functional blocks transmits com mon commands 
corresponding to its functions to the control block. 

16. (Original) The information-signal-processing apparatus according to claim 1 , 

wherein the control block and the plural functional blocks respectively have a bus 
interface; 

wherein the control block and the plural functional blocks respectively are connected to 
each other by a bus using the bus interface; and 
wherein the bus interface includes: 

a message buffer for storing received data; and 

a message storage control section for selectively storing data received via the 
bus in the message buffer. 



Frommer Lawrence & Haug LLP 
745 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10151 
212-588-0800 

Customer Number 20999 9 of 15 00865544.DOC 



U.S. Patent Application No. 10/593,890 PATENT 
Reply to Office Action dated December 7, 2010 Attorney Docket No. 450100-05480 

17. (Original) The information-signal-processing apparatus according to claim 16, 
wherein the control block transmits the common command having at least an identifier to 

the plural functional blocks; and 

wherein if the identifier of a predetermined common command that has been set 
beforehand agrees with an identifier of the common command that has been received via the bus, 
the message storage control sections in the plural functional blocks store this received common 
command into the message buffer. 

18. (Original) The information-signal-processing apparatus according to claim 16, wherein 
the bus is a CAN bus. 

REMAINDER OF THIS RAGE IS INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK. 
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